
Haverhill Roll Of Honour (1914-1919) 

 Suffolk Family History Society – Haverhill Group  

GILDER, Samuel Henry 
 

No.3030, Rifleman, 3030 
3 Coy., 8th Battalion, London Regiment  
(Post Office Rifles) 
Place of Birth: Fakenham, Norfolk 
Date of Death: Tuesday, 18th May 1915 
Killed in Action  
Cemetery: Post Office Rifles Cemetery,  
Festubert, Pas De Calais 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders  
Aged 32 years 

 
Samuel Henry Gilder was born to William Gilder and Charlotte nee Galley, in the 
autumn of 1883, the ninth of their 12 children, and the second of their four sons.  
William and Charlotte were married in 1867 when he was 24 years old and she was 
21.  Following their marriage in Walsingham, Norfolk, they set up home in nearby 
Fakenham, where all their children were born. 
 
By 1891, when Samuel was 7 years old, the family was living in four roomed 
accommodation at Clay Pit Cottages, Fakenham, and only three older siblings still 
lived at home.  His brother Arthur was a butcher, but their father was still an 
agricultural labourer. 
 
It appears Samuel did well at school, because by 1901 he was employed as a 
postman, lodging at the home of Mary Hudson, a widow, in East End, Wells-Next-
The-Sea, Norfolk. 
 
A few years later he transferred to Haverhill, Suffolk where he lodged with local 
barber, George and Edith Goodman and their family at 34 High Street, Haverhill. 
 
He worked in Haverhill for 6 years, before enlisting in London while resident in 
Cambridge, at the age of 31, in the 3rd Company, London Regiment (Post Office 
Rifles).  Samuel’s name was added to the South-West Suffolk Echo’s Roll of Honour 
of Volunteers, in the 21st November 1914 edition of the paper. 
 
The Post Office Rifles arrived in France on 18th March 1915. He wrote a letter to Mr 
E W Griggs of Camps Road which explains clearly what he was experiencing: 
 

‘An English newspaper out here is a luxury. I’ve only seen two since I 
cam out. I was very pleased to see the account in the Echo about the 
opening of a rifle range. I have just come back from the trenches and 
glad of it, we have been with the ---- Guards and a nice lot of fellows 
too. If the young men in England could see the towns ruined and what 
the Germans have done they would never stop behind, but come as I 
did to help to smash them.  
At night it’s awful with shells and bullets whistling round you. The 
Germans send up big rockets which light up everywhere, and then they 
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bang away for all they are worth. When we reply you should hear them 
shout and sing as if it were a real picnic.  
We had to go along in big trenches to a ruined farmhouse to get some 
wood to warm our gruel, then a little further along to fill our water 
bottles. There was a little church smashed to the ground but the crucifix 
was intact.  
We’ve had a few casualties in our regiment; the first was our Captain 
who got shot through the arm by a sniper. Then I had a narrow escape 
on Monday through a shrapnel shell while in the trenches. Six of our 
men got hit; it burst just at the back of our trench. I was just getting my 
mid-day meal ready with some more fellows when the shell covered us 
all with earth, and goodbye went our dinner. I got a bullet through my 
haversack which I am keeping as a souvenir when I come back. It was 
a mercy we were not all killed.  
I’m resting today, on guard tonight and then going back to base. I can’t 
tell you half that I would like but if I get through this alright I shall be 
able to tell you all. The general opinion amongst the regiments is that 
this will all be over by June. I know one thing, there will be a terrible 
battle and a great loss of life before it is done. Although they are 
wacked they still fire back, daredevils they are too. They put up shells 
and cheer ours as washouts.’ 

 
Samuel was not able to tell his friend all because on 18th May 1915, during the battle 
to relieve Festubert, Samuel became one of the 1,800 riflemen who were killed in 
action on the Western Front. An extract from ‘History of the Post Office Rifles’ says 
this was their first action in the trenches at Festubert, around places such as La 
Quinque, Dead Cow Farm, and Welsh Chapel during which they sustained heavy 
casualties. 
 
Unfortunately, Samuel’s mother Charlotte had died in 1909, but his sister Leonora, 
who in 1911 had married Walter Carter,  wrote to the South-West Suffolk Echo from 
her home in Tattingstone, near Ipswich, to tell the town the sad news. 
 
The South West Suffolk Echo of the 20th  May 1915 reported: 

  
‘News of the death of Rifleman S.H.Gilder of the Post Office Rifles, 
reached Haverhill this week and created quite a painful sensation in 
this town. Deceased, who was 31 years of age, had been employed as 
a postman in Haverhill for about six years and was familiarly known as 
"Sammy the Postman". At all times he performed his duties with 
efficiency and smartness, and the very nature of his occupation 
brought him in contact with practically everyone in the town. His sister, 
Mrs. Carter, is Matron of Tattingstone Institute (near Ipswich).’ 

 
 
His sister was told that he had died instantly after being struck by a portion of a shell.  
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Samuel Henry Gilder was awarded the 1914-15 Star, British War Medal and the 
Victory Medal.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rifleman No. 3030 S.H.Gilder was buried in a pretty little orchard along with 38 of his 
regimental colleagues. This later became the Post Office Rifles Cemetery, Festubert, 
Pas De Calais, France. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Post Office Rifles Cemetery, Festubert 
 
 
Samuel is also remembered on the memorial at the Old Independent Church, 
Haverhill. 

 


